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Cutegy

Albert Anthony Aubain was born in Brooklyn, New York on June 8, 1937 to Mon-
roe and Marie Hassell-Aubain, both of S5t. Thomas, VI. He was the eldest of three
children. His siblings were Dante and Renee Aubdin.

Albert did his grammar school at St. Paul Roman Catholic School, and his high
school at Boys High School. Both in Brooklyn, NY.

At age sixteen, Albert was certified in first aid and worked as a lifeguard with the
Williamsberg YMCA in Brooklyn for a two year period.

At age 18, Albert joined the New York National Guard. On April 21, 1955, he
made the rank of SPEC-2 with the 226th FABN. After serving his time with the National
Guard, Albert sought o satisfy his yearning to travel to St. Thomas, the birthplace of
both of his parents.

Albert made St. Thomas his home in 1959, and lived in Frenchtown for a while in
an area not far from where his father, Monroe, grew up.

While in Frenchtown, a beautiful girl who lived nearby caught his eye. Her name
was Teresa Gumbs. Soon, Albert caught her eye, and a romance blossomed.

The couple were married on June 15, 1961. That union brought three children:
Deborah, Michael and Renee. Renee was named after Albert’s sister who had since
passed away.

In his early years on St. Thomas, Albert worked as a baggage handler for the
Red Cap service atf the airport. Teresa worked for the gift shop by the name of C & M
Caron. Life was difficult, but the couple strived to keep their little family comfortable.

One day, while on duty at the airport, Albert got a lady customer who had
several heavy boxes. The lady led Albert with his cart full of boxes to her car. Well, the
car was too s the boxes, so Albert offered to deliver them for her in his truck.

The lady turned out to be Mrs. Margot
Bachman. In the boxes were copies of a
brand new tourist magazine titled "St. Thomas
This Week,” which Mrs, Bachman had just be-
gan publishing. That chance meeting turned
out to be asecond job for Albert who became
the distributor for that magazine, a job that
he held for over 40 years. Along with working
for Mrs. Bachman, Albert and his family be-
came close personal friends with her.

Soon, Albert learned that the local
Catholic Church and school needed a main-

P k- tenance man. Albert, who was always good

- { at fixing things applied for the job, and was
g hired.

@ Teresa’s uncle, Mr. Philip Baptiste, who

worked at the school for more years than he
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zines and while performing his volunteer work at St. Thomas Rescue.
In 1982, Albert was honored with being named Rotary Man of the Year. In 2008,

Albert was honored by the Virgin Islands Re-
fired Police Organization for his services to the
police department, Albert obtained many
certificates and awards during his career at
St. Thomas Rescue.

Because of his willingness to teach oth-
ers and share his knowledge, Albert became
the mentor of all of the St. Thomas Rescue vol-
unteers. Albert would often keep training ses-
sions at his home, which became a favorite
place for the volunteers to hang out. Teresq,
being the super host that she was, would al-
ways have something for them to eat and
drink. As a resulf, a friendship and bond de-
veloped between them that to this day has
never faltered. :

Albert became friends with Catholic
priest, Father Thomas Normanly, who had
come to St. Thomas to start a new parish for =
the east end of St. Thomas. Albert became










